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On August 23, foreign ministers from 13 Latin American nations concluded a meeting in Caracas,
Venezuela, after creating a commission to verify compliance with the Central American peace
accord signed by the Central American presidents August 7. The Non-Aligned Movement sent a
special observer committee to offer the assembled ministers and dignitaries their solidarity and
support. The verification commission consisting of foreign ministers from the five Central American
nations, Contadora and its Support Group (Mexico, Venezuela, Colombia, Panama, Argentina,
Brazil, Peru and Uruguay), and representatives of the United Nations and Organization of American
States (OAS) secretaries general will send lower-level officials to a September 17-18 meeting in
Managua, Nicaragua, to decide how to proceed with their work. A meeting of the ministers is
scheduled for December 7 in New York to assess progress, and a report is to be submitted to a
Central American summit in January 1988. The eight Contadora and Support Group nations also
agreed to form an emergency economic fund to assist Central America, and to seek international
support for the peace plan. OAS Secretary General Juan Baena Soares, and Alvaro de Soto,
representative of the UN Secretary General, declared that both organizations were prepared to
draft a broad international assistance program for Central America. Speaking on behalf of the
Central American nations, Salvadoran Foreign Minister, Ricardo Acevedo Peralta, told the opening
session that the commission will serve as "the spine of the peace efforts." The commission's role
will be not only to verify implementation of the commitments to democratic freedoms, political
dialogue, amnesties and cease-fires, but also to negotiate agreements on security, arms flows
and foreign military advisers contemplated in a 1986 peace act drafted by the Contadora Group.
Although disagreements still exist among the five Central American countries, many officials
said the quick move to create the international verification commission was evidence that the
peace process was maintaining its momentum. "We could have waited 90 days," said Nicaraguan
Foreign Minister d'Escoto, referring to the time frame established in the peace plan signed in
Guatemala on Aug. 7, "so it's noteworthy that the commission is being formed at the first possible
opportunity." Other Latin American diplomats said a sense of urgency had been created by fears
that the Reagan administration may threaten the peace accord by asking Congress to approve
new financing for the contras before the Nov. 7 deadline for implementation of key measures.
"There is a sort of understanding that Latin American countries are closing ranks to protect the
Guatemala agreement," one official said. "People want to move ahead as fast as possible." Doubts
nonetheless remain about the role that may be played by Honduras, which not only has contra
bases on its territory but is also regarded as the country most likely to represent the US interests
in current talks. On the morning of August 22, Honduran Foreign Minister Carlos Lopez Contreras
was conspicuously absent from an informal breakfast attended by foreign ministers of the four
other Central American nations. Speaking for the eight Latin American intermediaries, Venezuelan
Foreign Minister Simon Alberto Consalvi said there was "reasonable expectation" that a new
chapter in the region's history was about to begin. "Now there can be no room for withdrawals,
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vacillations or ambiguous attitudes," he said. "The options are clear, clearer than ever." As the
conference entered its final hours, differences emerged among Central American ministers
regarding a cutoff date for US aid to the contras. The Salvadoran and Guatemalan delegates
suggested November 7 as the cutoff date the 90-day deadline for the simultaneous implementation
of the peace accord's principal provisions. Nicaraguan Foreign Minister Miguel d'Escoto argued
that the US should already have agreed to stop the flow of aid to the contras because this was
implicit in the peace agreement. Meanwhile, Salvadoran Foreign Minister Ricardo Acevedo said
there has been confusion on all sides as to when the demand to end aid to the contras would be
delivered to Washington. After the conference, Honduran Minister Carlos Lopez Contreras said
his government would take effective measurs to prohibit the contras from launching attacks on
Nicaragua from Honduras. But, he added Tegucigalpa would not meet one of the plan's provisions,
the creation of a national reconciliation commission. At a press conference on the evening of August
22, Nicaraguan Foreign Minister Miguel d'Escoto said, "We think everyone wants to comply. "But it
remains to be seen what types of pressures the US will exert on some people so they don't comply."
D'Escoto said that if the United States is interested in peace, it must stop making war and end
its funding and logistic support for the contras. He declared that he was confident Latin America
will be able to persuade the US government to respect the sovereignty and independence of all
nations in the region. "No matter how powerful [the US] is, it has a duty to adjust its policy to the
norms of international law and respect the people's right to self-determination." He told reporters
that the stronger the projection of a united Latin America dedicated to the defense of the right
to self-determination, non-intervention, and diplomacy vis-a-vis force or the threat of force in
international relations, the more likely Washington's recognition that the best policy is respect for
the law. "We are not trying to isolate the United States, despite its attitude towards Latin America.
Nicaragua and the whole of Latin America want friendly relations with the US, but based on
mutual respect, on respect for our sovereignty and independence. The US should accept the reality
that we are not its backyard, but nations that desire to be as free and independent" as the United
States. "The US has always blocked peace in Central America, right from the moment it began
to fund the counter- revolutionary bands. It is necessary that the US end that support, and this
was explicitly addressed by the [five Central American] presidents in the Esquipulas II document
so that peace may be achieved. "If the US is interested in peace, it must stop making war, fulfill
its international commitments, and abide by the clear and categorical ruling of the International
Court of Justice (the Hague) of June 27, 1986, that it should end its military and para-military
actions against Nicaragua." UN representative Alvaro de Soto said he told the conference the world
organization could offer peacekeeping forces and electoral observers to assist in implementing the
peace plan. Venezuelan Foreign Minister Simon Alberto Consalvi, who presided over the meeting,
told reporters that regional peace efforts had advanced, and "today we are reasonably optimistic"
about the plan's chances for success. US Ambassador to the United Nations, Vernon Walters,
arrived in Caracas shortly after the meeting ended with the aim of meeting with several of the
foreign ministers. However, Walters met with only two, including Venezuelan Minister Consalvi.
According to diplomats in Venezuela, Walters was particularly interested in the next steps the
Contadora and Support Group nations will take toward to consolidating the accord. August 24-25:
The prospect of organizing a United Nations peacekeeping force to Central America is reportedly
gaining support from Latin American foreign ministers. The offer will be formally discussed at
a meeting of the international verification commission, scheduled for New York in December.
According to ministers who attended the weekend meeting in Caracas, the UN force would serve
to ensure fulfillment of the accord provisions, such as observance of ceasefires throughout the
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region, and verifying that respective national territories are not used in launching aggression
against neighboring countries. The issue will also be discussed in New York on September 23, when
several Latin American ministers meet at the occasion of the next UN General Assembly sessions.
This meeting occurs shortly after a follow-up meeting among lower-ranking representatives of
the verification commission's constituents on September 17-18 in Managua. The late September
meeting in New York would be an opportunity to examine the mechanisms for dispatching UN
troops. The peacekeeping force would consist of Latin Americans. Uruguayan Foreign Minister
Enrique Iglesias said his government is willing to participate in a UN peacekeeping force to ensure
peace in Central America. (Basic data from Reuters, Prensa Latina, Washington Post, New York
Times, AFP)
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